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Fiom the Philadelphia Keformer. 
(> Missionaries among the Indians. 


The statements contained in the following 
communication, are from a source on 
which we can place the fullest depen 
dence. Several persons in this city are 
well acquainted with the writer. 
sides, moreover, in the same county where 
the Indian tribes referred to in the com- 
inunication, are located, and has been ap- 
prized of the necég@mty of having the 
facts well authenticated. 

Messrs. Editors—Yovr exposure of the 
Serampore Missionaries having tended very 
much to enlighten the public in relation to 
thosa men, | am induced to present ive fol- 
lowing statement of facts respecting Mis- 

ionaries at home; leaving 
make their own comments. 

I shall spesk of the New- Stockbridge, 
Brothertown and Oneida wibes of Indians, 
all-located in the Oneida, state of New- 
York. 

New-Steckbridge Iidians.—The first mis- 
sionary to the New-Stockbridges, was John 
Sargeant, who settled amoug them in 1734. 
He was succeeded in 1751 by the yr 
Jonathan Edwards, who, having had ¢ 
misunderstanding with his congregation st 
Northampton, (Mass.) and being unable to 
elect a reconciliation, was called to preach 
peace to the Indians, uati!l he had a grea- 
ter call, and was made President. of the 
college in New-dersey. A Mr. West, 
resi: vned soon after, succeeded Mr. Edw ards. 

and then the place was supplied by Jobn 

Sargeant, the present incumbent, and de- 

scendant of the first Sargeant. 

Thas you will perceive, ibere has been 


a recular supply of Missiouaries to these 


Indi fans for ninety year s/ Bat notwithstand- 
ing their efforts, L make the assertion with- 


out the fear of contradiction, that with the | 
of Drs. Morse aud Belknap, who visited 


exception of two or three of these families, 


and those pot under 


He re- | 


whio | 


the Missionary influ. | 
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@ your readers to | 





| a few years since, at $2 per 
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geant’ s own words, that excepting a female? 

of whom I shall speak hereafter, there is not 

a person in the tribe but will get drunk. 
This John Sargeant has received irom 


-the society in Boston, for “ prope gating the 


gospel améng the fudians and others, in 
North America,” $210 per annum ; ahd 
trom the socicty at Edinburgh, (Scot'and) 
for ‘* Propagating Christian Knowledge,” 
£50 sterling per annuum ; making in the 
whole $432 22 cents; which, with other 
charges, daring his mission of aboat fifty 
years, willamount to near $30,000. To 
this add the expenses of his predecessors, 
aud | presume the whole will vot fal! short 
of $50,000. ‘This disinterested Missionary 
obtained from the Indians a gift of six bun- 
dred and forty acres of their best land, 
worth at this moment, were it uncultivated, 
$18 per acre’ He and his son, by their in- 
trigues, contrived, moreover, to get pos-. 
session of two hundred wend fifty acres more, 
acre, worth, at 
the time, S13, instead of $2; and I cannot 
lind that it.ever was paid for at any price. 
In this two hundred-and fifty acre lot, was 
an apple orchard of nearly one hundred 
acres, belonging tothe tribe, the only or- 
chard they bad, and which they never iw 
tended he should have ; but by his ingenu- 
ity he suceceded in ge! ting it. 

ft have conversed with every individual 
(four) of the present, and two of the former 


superintendents for the Indians, and the In- 


digis’ present and former attorneys, all ap- 
pointed by the state, and all respectable 
lending members of society, resident within 
afew miles of the tribe, and it is their 


unanimous opinion, that for the last twenty 
| years, the labors of the missionaries have 


| 


ence, there is not amore dissolute and v ug | 
abond race on the continent, than the New- 
Stockbridge Indians. 1 


have Join Sar- 


| 
| 
4 
i 


nothing of Christianity but the name 


been of no service, and for the last ten years, 
much worse than useless. 

By this flattering account, J.° Sargeant 
has duped’ the inissjonary soc satis to con- 
tinue hiss pay, notwithstanding the report 


the Indians in 1796; in which report, speak 
ing of the Oneidas, they say—* they 1 


the last commupion, only one atte te 
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of the men. there were only three or four 
of a sober character.” 


The missionary family have contrived to | 


handle the indian monies, always taking 
good care to be weil paid for the least and 
every service they perform ; and, although 
often solicited by the fndians, they have ne- 
ver taken the pains to give satisfactory ex- 

Janations of the disposal of those monies. 


t can be said with truth, that the tribes are | 


but little less than the slaves of that family. 

My communication would be tediously 
long, were I to enter into a detail of the 
chicanery of the Sargeants. The present 
John Sargeant lived among these N. Stock- 


bridge Indians forty-four years previous to | 


their ever having made a blanket. He not 
only neglected to instruct them in the useful 
arts, but used every argument to dissuade 
them from receiving such instructions from 
others. A female ofthe society of Friends, 
went and resided among them, for the pur- 
pose of instructing thea in the household 


manufactu:’s ; J. Sargeant, with the sa- | 
gacily of Jesuit, saw that her success would | 
be his downfall, and actua!ly proposed to | 
He resides on a | 
hill, about two miles from the principal set- | 


hire her to move away. 


ilement of the Indians, and visits them 
about 
does from the fear that some other mission- 
ary would be sent to take his place. His 
congregation consists of about twenty 
members, such as they are. During the 


last session of the state legislature, his fam- | 
ily made another attempt to get a tract of | 
but owiug to the intelli- | 


the Iudian lands ; 


gence and influence of one of the tribe, the | 


female meationed in the former part of tis 


commuuication, who was educated by the | 
society of [Friends near Philadelphia, their | 


plans were frustrated, and we begin to hope 


that with the decline of the missionary ma- | 


via, this curse upon that tribe will be re- 
moved, 
In 1819, the superintendents in their re- 


the Indians, say “ Experience has taught 
us, by having long lived in their neighbor 
hood, that examples of prety, industry and 
economy are more 
than preaching. And we are bappy in be- 


ing able to state, that the condition of the | 

Brotherertows in particular, fora few years | 
. + - 

past, has graduaily become better, while | 


the S:ockbridges has grewn worse. And 


iis gratifying to us, thai a consiberable | 
number have, during the past year, ameng | 


e Brothe:towns, become religiously dis- 


THE GOSPEL INQUIRER: 


| their best lands, a 
| 


f+ once a week, which he has said, he | 


vaunted among them | 
; der. 








| posed under the influence of some of their 
own tribe.” 

The brothertowns have never had a mis- 
-sionary. Thesocicty of Friends settled an 
exemplary family among them to civilize 
| and instruct them in agriculiure, and house- 
hold manufactures. ‘The beneficial effects 
are very apparent ; tany of their farms are 
well managed they are well clothed, and in 
most respects are respectable farmers, 
‘They have two preachers of their own tribe, 
and soberly attend to their religious duties. 
| Their condition is infinitely superior to ci- 
ther the Stockbrldges or Oneidas. 

Oneida Indians. ‘Lhe first missionary 
among them was Samuel Kirkland, from’ 
| Norwich, (Vonn.) in 1764. He was pat- 
ronized by the Edinburgh Society and 
| Harvard College in conjunction. He ob- 
| tained a donation from the Indians of -ore 
than two thousanggfive hundred acres of 
nfcrior to none in the 
state. Such was bis conduct, and so un- 
favorable the report of Drs. Morse and 
Belknap, that the Scotch society dismissed 
him jrom their service, after having squan- 
dered their money upou'him for about 25 
years. Tle is deceased, and | wish not to 
i disturb his ashes, nor uselessly hurt the 
feelings of his descendants. Alter his death 
in 1808, the Northern missionary society 
sent William Jenkins to supply the vacan- 
icy. Jenkins’ conduct was unsatisfactory 
to the Indians ; they remonstrated against 
him, and he was removed in 1816, not ha- 
| ving succeeded in getting hold of their lands. 
Eleazer Williams, a half blood Iroquois, 
| who was very busy in remonstra'ing against 
| Jenkins, was sent by bishop Hobart, of the 
| 


| 
| 
' 





Protestant Episcopel church, as his succes- 
‘sor. ‘This Williaas first promised fair, but 
like other hirelings, his own pecuniary in- 
terests got the ascendency, and by manage- 


iment and intrigue, he got $1500 worth of 
theirJands. All parties, Pagans and Chris- 
| tians, united against him, in an animated 
port to the governor of this state, respecting | 


and well written remonstrance to the Bi- 


i shop, dated Nov. 12, 1821, and published 


in * Plain Truth,” and in No. 39 of the 
| Reformer ;”? to which, for a true picture 
of this missionary, I wish to refer the rea- 


] intended to have given a detail of the 
;management and morals of the missionas 
ites; bat | forbear the disgusting tale. 

| Close observations, made by visito:. anil 
| others, lead to the unanimous conclusion, 
that those natives, whom the missionaries 
pretead to have christianized, are more dis 
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solute, debauch’d, and corrupt,in every serse | 
of the word than those they are pleased to | 


term pagans: thus making those whem they 
proselyte ‘* two fold more the children of 
hell than before. 
powerful tribe, and it would seem that the | 
greatest effect produced by our bigoted | 
missionaries, has been to create a Christian | 
and a Pagan party, a division, the source | 
of more unhappiness and bitterness among | 
them, than all the other causes combined, | 


| 
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(gq Missionaries to Burmah. 
[/rom the latter day Luminary ] 
On Wedresday, June 11, at Utica, ». ¥. 


The Oncidas were a} the Rev. Jonathan Wade and his consort 


Were set apart as missionaries to the Bur- 
man empire, by a co.amittee of the board 
o! managers of the Baptist General Conven- 
tion. An interesting sermon was delivered 
on the occasion, by the Rev. Nathaniel 
Kendrick, from 2 ‘Timothy, ii. 10: “there- 


not excep'ing the curse of intoxication. | fore Ll endure all things for the elect’s sake, 


nm - ye | 
The county bordering on the [udian Re- | 
scrves is very fertile-—as landsomelyecul- | 


tivated as any of the interior of this state, 
and also inhabited by as intelligent a popu- 
lation ; to every one of whom, who knows 
any thing of this subject, I appeal tor a con- 
firmation of what [ have written. 

The contrast, on comparing the Broth- 
ertowns, without a a@issionary, with the 
Stockbridges, and Oneidas with their mis- 
sionarics, is as glaring in favor cf ‘he for- 
mer, as the meridian sun when conirasted 
with the mantle of night. | 

It is becoming an almost universal belief 
in these parts, that every missionary who 
goes among the Indians, goes with the spec- 
ulating metive of bettering his condition ; 
and the first step which he generally takes, 
is to gain a party to act for him, in oppo- 
sition to the others ; thus at once sowing 
the seeds of religious hate, (the most ran- 
corous of all hate) and stri‘e and discord 
prevail, where unity, love, and peace, 
dwelt before. 


Although the picture oi missionaries | 


which has here been presented, may pos- 
sess a more than ordinary sable hue, 1 am 
induced to think, if ail hireling missiona- 
ries and priests were stripped of their masks, 
they would appear in a very disparaging 
light. And that notwithstanding their fla- 
ming accounts of evangelizing the heathen, 
and building up the kingdom of Christ, the 
benefit of their labors, if properly estimated 
would, to say the least, award them no pay. 
To suchas feel interested in the exami- 
nation of the missionary delusion, I would 
recommend the perusal of “ Brown’s His- 
tory of missions,” so as to compare the 
glowing prospects constantly held up to the 
patrons of their schemes, with the fiual re- 
sults which time has but too faithtully ex- 
hibited. In Oneida Comty Observer. 


thatthey also may obtain the salvation that 
is in Christ Jesus with eternal clory-” Rev. 
Alfred Hentet led In offering up the conse- 
| crating prayer. Rev. Danic! Hascall gave 
Mr, Wade am appropriate charge, and the 
Rev. Joel W. Clatk gave the right hand 
of fellowship, “ that he should go to the 
heathen.” Rev. John Peck adire-sed Mrs. 
Wade, and Rev. Edon Galusha gave her 
the right hand in fellowship. Rev. Elijah 
F’. Willey offered the conelidin, prayer. 
The services were performed in Rev. Mr. 
Aikin’s mecting house. The day was fine, 
and the assemblage very large, and proved 
by their fixed and sileut attention to the 
services, how much they felt for the world 
that lieth in wickedness. And, ‘by a col- 
lection of $86 23 taken on the spot, they 
showed a willingness to share in the pica- 
sure and expense of spreading the gospel 
in all the earth. 

Mr. Wade is a young man, and a native 
of the state of New York. Ile received his 
classical and theological education in the 
Theological seminary at Hamilton. He 





Se 





good sense, of ardent piety, and understand- 
ingly led by the spirit of God to the work 
in which he has now engaged. Mrs. Wade 
is from a respectable family in Hamilton, 
Madison county, daughter of deacon Lap- 
ham. Her early piety and active zeal in 
the cause of her redeemer, has encouraged 
the hope that she wiil be eminently useful 
in the cause of missions, with her husband. 


Note by the editor of the Christian Baptist. 
How accordant is the language and spi- 
rit of the above to the following passages 
(from the 13th chapter of the ‘Acts of the 
| Apostles. 
“ On Wednesday the 11th June A. D. 
44, The Rev, Sau!us Faulus and the Rev. 
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Joses Safswnth s were set apart as 
rics, to the Gentiles dispersed threughout 


missiona- 
they will confess 


the world, by a committee of the board of | 


the manavers of the Baptist General Con- | 


vention tictin the city of Antioch. An 
interesting sermon was delivered on the oc- 
casion by the Rey. Simon Niger, from Isa. 


A2, 4. “ The isles shali wart for hi- law.” 
Rev. Lucius of Cyrene led in offering up 
the conseerating prayer. Rev. Manaen 


gave Mr. Paulus and lis companion Mr, 
Barnabas an appropriate charge, and ‘he 
Rev. Join Mark gave them the right band 


in fe low-hip j* that they sheuld go to the 
heathen.” The Rev. Lactos of Cyrene of- 
fered up the concludi:g peever, The ser- 
vices were performed ti he Rev. Mr. Sie 


mon Niser’s meeting house. ‘The day was 
fine, and the assembiog: was ery jarge, 


and proved by their tixed a‘tention to the 
services, how mach the ey felt for the world 
that lieth in wickedness. And, by a col- 
lection of S8G°25 they 
to aidthe Rev. Mo. Paul and the Rev. 
Mr. Barnabas 1a carrying the gospel to the 
heathen. 

Mr, Paulus is a young man and a native 
of the city of Tarsus 3 he received his clas- 
sival and theological cducation in- the 
theological seminary in Jerusalem— 


‘sheweda Wildingness | 








| 


i 


| 


ile appeared before the commi'tee a man | 


of good sense, of ardent piety, 
derstandingly lel b ~v the spint of God to the 


work In which he has been engaged.” 


itis then plain that the above notificstion | 


and un- | 


is justin the spirit and style of th:s passage | 


fromm the Lsth chap. of the Acts. 


Buti | 


the common translation the original loses | 
much of its aptitude and beauty, for lo! it | 


reads thus : 
* Now there were In 
at Antioch certain prophets and teachers ; 


Then 
that many things of high 
reputation in this age, are an abomination 
in the sight of God. 
Clinton. Oct. 27, 1823. 
To Rev Noan Cor, or New- 
Hanrrorp, Nn. y. 
SIR.—I have been informed by respeet- 


Lord, ‘ Be not called Rabbi, &e.” 


| able witnesses that ina conference, or oth- 


er meeting, mostly of youth, a few even- 


| ings since, you read a production called a 


“ Universalist sermon, said to have been 
detived by “ a Doctor of the sect,” from 
Luke i. 10, “ Fear not; for behold I 
being you glad tidings of great joy.”” That 
10 said iv amount on int roduciag it, that 
you wished your hearers to copatier you 
as a Universalist pro. tem. and as such de- 
livering your scatiments and doctrine. I 
have too much evidence to doult that you 
did read the above Uescribed scandalous 
production ; and under circumstances sim- 
ilar to those named. [ therefore take the 
liberty of suggesting to you the following 
considerations : 

Located as vou are, you cannot be ig- 
norant of the fact, that Universalist preach- 
ers uniformly 1 inculcate and enforce the ne- 
cessity of morality, as the fundamental prin- 
ciple of all practical religion : whereas, 
there is nota solitary instance of moral sua- 
siov, nor is ifs necessity, even hinted at, in 
the whole of that production. That every 
Universalist publication, which you have 
had an opportunity of examing, (and your 
acquaintance with Universal: sts must have 
furnished opportunities) directly or indt- 
recily teaches an intimate connexion be- 


_tween hojiness and bappiness, as also be- 


the church that was | 


ss Barnabas and Simon that was called Ni- | 


ger, and Eucius of Cyrene, and Mavaen, 
whieh had been brought up with Herod the 
tetarch, and Saul. As they ministered to 
the Lord, and fasted, the Ho! y Ghost said, 
serprate me Suieabes and Saul for 


work whereunto I have called them. Aud 


tween sip and misery, L presume you can- 
not deny. And the sermons of our order, 
which have been circulated in this vicinity, 
have uniformly inculcated a salvation from 
sin, by conversion to holiness. How has 
it happened, str, that among the many ser- 


smons of this description, you could never 


the |! 


your 


when the) had fasted and prayed, and laid 


thet: hands on them, they sent them awey. 


li is much to be desired that the Baptists | 


in the western country will cotimitate those 
precedents of pompous vanity, so 
erated mn the East ; 

ther cherish 


Conse 


Then we know 
will remember ihatit is spoken by our 


; ard that they will ra- 
the spirit, and copy tle style, 
of Uh to much despised Tittle volume, called | 


the © New Testament.” U 


ind if in your heart to read a single one to 
hearers? And why, when a pitiful 
pamphlet ascribed to Universalists, is ob- 
tained, but destitute of any features of reli- 
gion or decency, did you insult modesty by 
git to a congregation of youth? 
Conld you possibly believe that Satshes 
tion a specimen of Universalism ; or that 
your hearers were so lznoranut as to receive 
it as such? ‘Your auditors well knew, that 


rea di: 


: Universa ulism taught an ardent bate to- 
Ww we God, anda virtuous affection for al- 
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mankind ; and that its professors were as 


respectable for morality as their reputed or- | 
And you, sir, could) 
not believe that pamph'et to have been el | 


thodox neizhbors. 


ther written, delivered, or published by an 
Universalist. For you could not well b 
ignoran’, that it was spawned by a Calvin. 
istic theological seminary in Massachusetts ; 


or produced by the prolific genius o: some | 
implicit believer of the doctrincs maintaiir | 
ed in that insti ution. In cither case, ii fur- | 
‘aif wae, woald be of e ernal consequen:e to 
our hearers, we ought first to bave more 


nishes but a poor defence of yout 
: te en | 
cacdor, in announcing it as an Val 


versalist “sermon.” Li isa Calvinistic ser. | 
mon; acd eviueers, that its author won'ld | 


con‘escend to the lowest imposture, to 


bring into disrepute a doctrine winel be | 
feared to combat in an open and candid | 


manner. 
But, sir, there is another, and if possible 
a still more disgus'ing feaivre in your con 


duct. [tis mater of astonishment tat any | 
Diyas positively preach for doctrine an end- 


man possessing chrisiian modesty, or ma 


king preter sionsto common decescy, should | , 
ior thousands of your poor fellow creatures, 


find himse!f equal co the task of reading be- 


fore a congregation cf youib, the obscene | 
“hymn” attached to tiat * pious impos- | 
That “ hymn,” as it 1s called, had | 


ture.” 
al:cady undergone a! least 17 editions 10 its 
legilimate connexion witha Calvinistic ser- 


mon delivered by L. Haynes ; and now, as | | 
/ you are sometimes zealously engaged in 


ifashamed of even that connexion, it is foist- 


ed into a new production ; but with the | 
same unwor'hy motive of scantalizing Dni- | 
You would blush for the name- | 
less effrontery of thai man, who could be | 


versalists. 


found presumptuous enongh to read it be- 


fore a congregation assembled for religious | | 
sivis ia those who are burdened therewith, 


purposes and still, “ thou art the man.” 


Thus, sir, itis well known, and community | 
will learn, that this reputed Ufiversalist | ‘ ly ! 
| ined for groaning: itis some ease to their 


“ sermon” is the work of a Calvinist; that 
you had reason to believe it such : and that 
in reading it, you departed from the digni- 
ty of your profession, and from the common 
principles of modesty, by a clumsy atiempt 
to scandalize a doctrine which will be ever 
fuund unassailable by such means. And 


you are respectiully entreated to remove | 


the reproach from your character, by pub- 
lic recantation and acknowledgement. Jus- 
tice to yourself, to your fricnds, and to 
Universalists must make the requisition. 
Jam, sir, 
with suiteble respect, 
Yours, &e. 
STEPHEN R. SMITH. 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 

TOA 

Rey. Sirz,—L would have you make a 
solemn pause, and give yourself sufficient 
‘ime t> examene your calling and dovtrine ; 
that you may, ander the power of serious 
veilectiou a dad of divine grace, the bet- 
ter kuiow whether you are preaching, for 
doctrine, the Commandments and traditions 
ofmen, or the gloriou- doctrine of God onr 
Saviour. bo: ail we teach a doctrine, which, 





ban presmup ive evidence, whether it be 
tus or faise, vetore we porsuad the people 
tu bevieve it. Nay, we ourselves should 
posi ively know the truta before we are fit 
iv teaci it to others; or else we shail be 
ound beating the wind oa doubifal ground 
and unceratoty, and not in the faith of the 


Son of God. 


Now let meask you. Why do youso forci- 
less Hetil of excrusiating torments prepared 


and aitempt from time to time to describe 
its tervilic horrors of damnation ? Do you 
positively knuow there is such an endiess 
state, aud has any of your past experience, 
ied you toa certain knowledge of its gloomy 
horrors? And if not, then IT aust think 


leiliig the peoples more than you know 
yourseii, and a zeal without knowledge is 
bid rubbish treasured in the mind of any 
nan aud e-pecially in th. mind of a minis- 
ter. ‘Tints corrupt zeal without knowledge 
viien produces doieful groans and piercing 


a certain sign ol ill Health in body or mind. 
A sick pers -n in body ought not to be bla- 


pain perhaps, and | am willing to grant the 
same liberty to one sick in mind. And who 
can be more so than he who is full of fiery 
zeal for an endless hell about which he 
knows nothing. However I think one sick 
in body or mind, who still. strives to nour- 
ish the discase and will not seck a rémedy, 
is censurable. A thorough knowledge of 
the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus, is the rem- 
edy to which I direct all who are diseased 
in mind : here is freedom from the bondage 
of fear of an endless hell. Inthe know- 


ledge of the truth, the perfect love of God», . 
is shed abroad in the heart, and castgout) 
that fear which hath torment. OP Ae 


—- 
ge ne 


¥ 







































— 


A eT cee = 


rma 


wey Be eS er ert the mene ~ 








Bobs 
» 
| ; 
Fa) 

i 
i 
f, 
‘« 

4 

! 

\ 

4 

a 

4, 

i. 

ia. 

gE 

i 4 

: - 

. 

| 

\% 

| ut 

ie: 

is 
de tH 
“Ht | 











‘moral crimes. ‘Thus the most prominent 


101 THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 


Sree See - 





ae 
things that we may be wise unto salvation. | 
” . | 

May the God of peace be with us. | 
E.H. | 
| 


Frrenp Eprrtor, 

1 am desirous that you or some of thy 
friends would answer me to some impor- 
tant questions that relate to the use of ordi- | 
nances. And, 

1. Are ordinances ever called Gospel | 
ordinances in the bible ? | 

2. Did not Christ at first come under the 
law or first covenant?) And while under. 
the law did he not limit the use of the lit-| 
era! supper to his second coming? If so, 
has he not already come again uoder the | 
second or gospel covenant ? 

3 Christ, while under the law, fulfilled 
the same in attending to its ordinances that | 
were enjoined under. the Mosaic economy : 
was this the righteousness of the law or 
ofthe gospel? Ifofthe gospel, then are we 
not to expect that the righteousness of the 
gospel will decrease For John said, 
“ ] must decrease,” (speaking of the bap- 
tism of Water,) but be, (alluding to the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost,) must increase.” 

Now, dear sir, to have the above candid- 
ly and fairly answered will oblige thy 
friend, PLAINNESS. 











FOR THE ING ¢IRER. | 

When we relax our exertions from the | 
pursuits of life, and attempt to examine, | 
with an impartial cyc, the opinions of man- | 
kind, we cannot but be impressed with the | 
idea, that credulity and bigotry have enslav- | 
ed the minds of thousands, and still hold them | 
in the chains of ignorance and superstition, 
Philosophy has ever been, and still is, 
making powerful exertions to oppose its 
progress and loosen the shackles it has im- 
poesd. Philosophers. on this account, have 
been called the “ patriarchs of heretics ;” 
and they that have the boldness to increase 
their reasons, and pbilosophize. upon the 
religious opinions of mankind, are sure to 
receive the epithet of ‘ unbelievers, infi- 
dels, &c.” ‘Thus, in regard to theological 
subjects, there is an intellectual cowardice 
instilled into our minds from infancy which 
prevents our inquiry. Credulitr is made 
an indispensable virtue : to inquire or ex- 
ert our reason on subjects of this nature, 1s 
denounced as sinful, and calls down upon | 
our heads more severe punishment than | 














Mures of popish delusion, present them- | 


Now, dear sir, let us look well to these | selves to our view, at every glance we take 


of the orthodox opinions of the present day. 
The horrors of an inquisition threaten us 
at every endeavor to emancipate ourselves 
from the false impressions we have imbibed 
in our infancy, and to set the faculty of rea- 
son above that of imagination. In this 
manner the Caivinistic opinions of the pre- 
sent day are supported: all philosophic 


“reasoning is imper.ously forbidden, lest the 


cloven foot of inconsistency should mani- 
fest itself. 

To palliate the absurdities of the doc- 
trine of divine sovereignty in irresistably 
Jrawing the elect to heaven, and thrusting 
with equal force the reprobate to endless 
perdition, they often close their discourses 
wifh an arminian exhrtation, declaring 
that a!l may come that wil!, ihat it is in the 
power of every one to “ work out his own 
salvation with fear and trembling.” Let 
us examine thig contradiction by the light of 
reason, and see if it is necessary that it 
should be a stumbling block to the weakest 
Capacity. 

1. The conversion of the sinner is pro- 
duced by an act of the creature, or the cre- 
ator, or the concurrent operation of both. 

2. If the concurrent operation of the 
sinner and the spirit of God is the cause of 
conversion, one must be the primary, the 
other the secondary cause. 

3. The primary cause must exist before 
the secondary cause, and must be consid- 
ered the eflicient cause of the succeeding 
effects. Hence it appears, if the resolu- 
tion of the sinner is the preceding cause, 
and the spirit of God by his special influ- 
ence acts as 2 secondary cause, producing 
the conversion of the sinner, then the act 
ofthe creature is the primary or efficient 
cause. But, on the contrary, if the influ- 
ence of the spirit of Ged is the primary and 
concurrent act of the sinner is the seconda- - 
ry cause, then divine sovereignty draws 
with irresistible force, the sinner from his 
evil ways, which cannot be reconciled with 
man’s free agency and his moral accounta- 
bility. 

By the light of the above propositions, 
Ithink the hydra head of inconsistency 
will appear obvious to every reflecting and 


attentive mind. HARLEY. 


ene 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
‘‘ Because of swearing the land mourneth.” 
Isa. xxiii. 10. 
There are few vices which deserve more 
severe animedversion, ond call louder for 
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public abhorrence, per the detestation of | 


mankind, than profane swearing. ‘This vice 
las become so prevalent at the present day, 
that it is almost impossible to passa day, 
or even 3n hour, in society, without having 
our ears saluted with a volley of oaths and 
execrations, which would disgrace a band 
of pirates. Even men who fill high stations 
in society, and who are governed in their 
dealings with mankind by principles of hon - 

or, who may in this respect be considered 
moral and good members of society ; and 
who would “despise the idea of invading the 
rights of their neighbor, are guilty of this 
detestable and shameful vice. ‘The man of 
three-score and ten, bending beneath the 
weight of years, hous hoary locks, fur- 
rowed cheeks, and trembling limbs, ‘indi- 
cate that he must shortly leave this carthly 
frame, is heard to blaspheme against that 
God, to whom he is idebted for existence, 
and by whose tender mercies he has been 
preserved. ‘The middle aged, who are in 
the enjoyment of health, and in the full pos- 
session of their rational faculties, and who 





ought to be a pattern of morality to the ri- 
sing gencration, render themselves disgust- 
ing to the sober and reflecting part of com- 
munity, by giving themselves up to the un- 
natural and debasing habit of swearing ; 
and even in the most trifling and ordinary 
topics of conversation, commingting their 
ciscourse with oaths and imprecations. 
The youths catch the contagion ; and chil- 
dren learn to swear before they have the 
power of discriminating between right and 
wrong. 

This lamentable truth calls upon every 
person who is a well-wisher to the cause of | 
virtue and morality, to use his utmost in- | 
fluence in checking the progress of a habit, | 
which is so contami baiing to the morals of | 
society, which ought to produce a general | 
burst of disa; probation, and be branded | 
with an indelible stigma of the public ab- | 
horrence. And 1 would ask, what can the 
swearer plead in extenuation of his crime? 
It Le swear in an unguarded moment, this | 
does no! in the least palliate his conduct. 
Even admitting that he has no matignant 
or criwinal intentions, yet he is highly cul- 
pable. We would think it a disgrace to 
binsself to trifle with the name of a deceased 
relative, aod yet he will speak irrevere ntly | 
of iis heavenly Father, and take his name | 
Ol ony occasion. He ceriainly cannot | 
think it amark of a gentleman to be guilty | 
of profanity ; for in this respect even tho’ | 
he holds a very respectable station in so-: 








ciely, he must ccnihder that he reduces him- 
self to a level with the most profligate 
wretches in existence. Not that I would 
wish to iusinuate that he is guilty of all the 
crimes which characterize the profigate and 
abandoned; but in the particular act of the 
swearer, he certainly is their companion. 
It is surely astonishing to think that men, 
who dispise a villain whose catalogue is 
black with crimes, should imitate him in 
this odious vice. If they would consider 
that it is not only ungentleman-like, but un- 
christian-like, that it is offensive to the man 
who is actuated by the principles of moral 
rectitude , that itis a direct violation of the 
commandment, “ Thou shall not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain ;” that it is diametrically 
opposed to the precept of our Saviour, 
“ swear not at all.” ‘They would certain- 
ly abandon a habit which is not productive 
of the Jeast benefit to themselves ; but, on 
the contrary, is highly detrimental to the 
morals of society. OSCAR. 





FOR THE INQUIRER, 
THE MOALIST—No. 4. 


“ Let not mercy and truth forsake thee— 
bind them about thy neck ; write them up- 
on the table of thine heart,” Prov. 


Nothing is entitled to a greater share of 
our attention, than the subject which in- 
volves our dety to God and man. To as- 


certain what we owe our God and what we 


shall do to promote the best interests and 
icrease the quantum of man’s happiness, 
are subjects that demand our first and in- 
dividual attention. , By consulting the me- 
rits of the above proverb of the wise man, 
we shall find that an obedience to its re- 
quisitions will be productive of the last pos- 
sible good: 

To determine its worth, its importance, 
its intrinsic value, imagine the direful et- 
fects flowing trom a brutal, cruel and un- 
merciful temper. Let the once calm, se- 
rene and contented mind, lashed 
most violent tempest and coffin 
giving undue unrestrained Jieene 
sion. In an obliging, mild, i 
gent description, supplanted By @t 
| bim who was once an ornament 


a friend to humanity, a father to thee ) phan, oe? 


a bountiful benefactor, giving free indul- 

gence to unkindness and cruelty, aud > 
ling with one touch of his pesti ' 
‘the fairest works of friendship, : 
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‘Beho! 44 the dee asta- 
and ask yourselves 


tenderness and love. 
tions of this destroyer, 


whether an enitiorcbed and cruel disposi- | 


tien, is not the most baneful of all others. 
What can be worse? !t sheds a poison on 
the promised happiness of blooming youth, 
It ruins the fair happiness of ii idte age, 


and itempties the last dregs of misery inte 


the bosom of him whose head ts bleached 
with the frost of many winters. lu short, 
it embitters life, lays the foundation of all 
social enjoyment and destroys the last rem- 
nant of human happiness. 
Take now, kind reader, the reverse cha- 
racier, and determine for ‘yourself which i is 
entitled to the most respect. 
mercy and truth is always ready and ever 
solicitous of exercising forbearance, 4 
ness and goodness tow afte others. He pi- 
tics those that are ignorant and out of aa 
way. He casis the “mantle of charity and 
forgiveness over the faulis of others. In- 
stead of blazing abroad the imperfections 


“of others ; inste: ad of magnifyjny their faults 


and augmenting the numbet of their vices 
he wipes with ihe hand of pity and wisdom, 


away the stain, and washes in the reservoir | 


of mercy, the soul bathed ia corruption, 
He unites in his character all that is noble 
and great’and «ood His noble mien bes- 
peaks a merciful and compassionate soul, 
His eye, as it laches, sheds a divine lustre | 
on the merciful heart, of which it is but a 
faint index. His manly conatenance, gra- 
ced with every feature of kindness, evinces 
a spirit of goodness and love, and betokens 
a mind intent upon doing good. He is not 
a morose arrogant, and distempered iyrant 
fitted to move in convents and haunted cas- 
tles,'and to feed on spectres ; he is not the 
silly object who sickens all that are obliged 
to listen to his dry uninteresting narrative : 


but he is the graceful, the dignitied, and | 


noble man, whose easy cheerful and modes! 
manners sccure to him the interest, respect 
and affections of all that know him. His | 
every movement bre athes an air of sweet- 
nesss and sheds a charm all around. {tis 
his cl eekthat is bedewed with the tear of | 
for'anottier’s woe. It is his soul that | 
spirit of the poet, and geatly 







“ Teach me to feel another’s woe, 
Po hide the fauk | see ; 
That mercy | to others show, 
That mercy show to me.” 
Tt isthe that soothes the bosom lacerated 


with repeated misfortune, and calamity, 
It is he that min- | 


with words of kindness. 


gles his tears with those shed by the child of ' 





The man of 


L INQUIRER. 





surrow, and itis he that is worthy of our 
imitation. Around his neck is entwined the 
wreathe and upon the table of his heart is 
written in the fairest lines, merc y anc truth. 
O! mercy, mercy we bid thee welcome to 
our very soul, Come and with us, in us, ever, 
dwell, thou art more fragrant than the 
rose, and sweeter than the honey comb. 
_— LUCAS. 
Martin Lutruer’s vast WILL. 
[Sce Rubinson’s Hist. Charles V | 


“TI am known,” says be, “ in 
heaven, in earth, and hell ; and 
possess consequence suflicient 
for this demand, that my single 
testimony be believed ; seeing 
that God, of his fatherly compas- 
sion, hath intrusted to me, tho’ a 
damnable man, and a miserable 
sinner, the Gospel of his Son ; 
and hath eranted that I should be 
so true aod faithful in it, that ma- 
ny in the world have received it 
by me as a doctor of truth ; while 
they contemn, with detestatien, 
the bands of the hope of Cesar, 
| of kings, princes and of priests ; 
yea, of all devils. Why may it 
not then suffice for this disposal 
| of a small estate, if the séutinhin y 
of my hand be affixed, and it can 
be said, Doctor Martin Luther, 
God’s notary, and witness of his 


| Gospel, wrote these things.” 

| REMARKS —* Such a character as th at of a dam- 

Nable man and a miserable sinner, will every such 

| imperious and persecuting tyrant as Martio Luther, 

| have to subscribe, who, Cain fike, is convict- 
ed that his works are evil, and his brother’ s righteous. 

| * Out of thine own mouth will | judge theee thou 

| wicked servant.’” -_—— 

| NOTICES. 

To Ego —Ego is informed thal we can- 
| not pu iblish any thing more from him unul 
| he gives us his real name. It will be useless 
| for ins to undertake to deceive us by ap- 
pearing in digerent signatures. 

The wget expects to preach at this vil- 
lage on the 2d, a Salisbury on the 3d and 
i"hy- Creek on the 4th sah bbath ins stant. 
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